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HAVE YOU A PROGRAM FOR INCREASING YOUR SALES OF FISHERY PRODUCTS? 
By Leo Young* 


In spite of wartime shortages of equipment and personnel, nearly normal domestic catches 
of most varieties of fish are being made. It is unnecessary, however, for the fishing in- 
dustry to engage in intensive sales promotion, consumer appeal advertising, and other rec- 
ognized sales practices to find outlets for these fish. Demand for them has swelled beyond 
normal proportions due to shortages of other major protein foods. Any products appearing 
on retail counters and shelves, or in frozen food cabinets, move rapidly with a minimum of 
sales effort. Even wholesalers and processors are harassed by their frenzied customers who 
often appear in person appealing for fish products. Many processors, at times, have placed 
themselves on production rationing in an effort to stretch their raw material supplies over 
longer periods. 


This is the time, however, for fishermen, processors, distributors, and retailers to 
THINK and PLAN for the future. Carefully worked out plans must be made, now, for the day 
surely to come, when the customer again will have to be SOLD merchandise that today sells 
itself. 


Many men and women of the Armed Forces are consuming more fishery products per capita 
than the average civilian on the home front. Many of them undoubtedly have had their first 
tastes of seafoods in the services. Some of these men and women will develop a lifetime 
fish-eating habit providing their interest in this food is alerted time and again during 
the years that follow. 


Purveyors of fishery products should be prodded with realities, now, and be ready for 
the time when the markets and stores are again overstocked with beef, poultry, pork, and 
other competitive protein foods. The industry should not stand idle and permit fishery 
products, once again, to be relegated to the position of an item that housewives fall back 
on for one day of the week, either as a budget food or because of religious restrictions. 
This should not happen if plans are made now and placed into operation at the propitious 
moment. 


Any complete postwar merchandising plans that are made should include a consideration 
of all of the following: boats and fishermen; fishing ports; processing plants; distributors; 
wholesale and retail markets; shoppers and consumers; and sales promotion and consumer edu- 
cation. 


The industry should look first to its boats and fishermen. Their importance cannot be 
overemphasized. If fish as food are to be in excellent condition when purchased, they must 
be prime quality when landed at the ports. Improved methods of handling should be insti- 


tuted by the fishermen on their boats if good quality fish are to be available ultimately 
to the consumer. 


*Acting Chief, Market Development Section, Division of Commercial Fisheries. 
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Sanitary methods as practiced inthe dairy and other food industries should be initiated 
and carried out with equal vigor in fishery production. Alterations in boat construction 
and equipment should be effected based on information furnished by the proper authorities 
on sanitary control methods. Certain personnel of federal and state agencies are qualified 
to make these necessary recommendations. 


: People who become acquainted with our fishery industry become aware of a glamour sur- 
rounding the fishing ports which is unequaled in any other food industry. But such glamour 
will not, alone, account for success in increasing the sale of fishery products. Pitch- 
forking fish on the boats and docks, for whatever reason it is done, is certainly not the 
most sanitary or best technical method. Experiences mst have suggested new procedures by 
this time, and now is the moment to think about these methods and plan for their use in the 
future. Mutilated fish will never be a factor of strength in any sales promotion and con- 
sumer education program. 


A lost fish in the long run is better than a lost customer. Processors should bear 
this in mind, and handlers should be instructed and educated to use care in dressing or 
otherwise processing fish. 


Medical inspection of personnel should become a requirement. Examinations should be 
required at least twice yearly, and employees who do not pass as food handlers should be 
given other duties. 


Equipment should be repaired, periodically, and worn out parts replaced at once, when 
essential for efficient operation. Better arrangement of tables, benches, machines, and 
other equipment should be planned to allow for more freedom of movement. To assure purity, 
water should be inspected and analyzed, frequently. It should be good enough to drink to 
be good enough for washing fish and cleaning equipment. 


Inspection of fish for parasites should be provided, voluntarily, sothat certain species 
that are frequently infected may be freed of the parasites or rejected. Seizure or spoilage 
loss is entirely probable otherwise, and, too, at the other end a dissatisfied customer may 
be developed. 


Now is the time to think about the outlet sources--the wholesale and retail markets 
from which the fish ultimately reach the consumer. These are the axis of the industry. The 
fisheries are fortunate, to a degree, that there is in operation a considerable number of 
fish stores which are owned or operated by persons familiar with fishery products, and who 
know the proper way to care for these foods. Distinct advantages are available to cus- 
tomers trading in these stores because, if they desire, their purchased fish can be dressed 
or filleted for home cooking convenience. It also is fortunate that these tradespeople 
present their products in the most appetizing manner by displaying eye-appealing arrangements 
in the store windows and on stands in the interiors. These minor efforts help sell more 
fish. 


The industry, however, is faced with a not too negligible problem in its distribution 
through other outlets, suchas the average grocery store, meat market, and variety focd store. 
Lack of sufficient knowledge in the care fish require results in the frequent sale of poor 
quality merchandise. Lack of proper equipment and facilities for keeping fish well-iced 
and clean is often a contributing factor to spoilage before the sa‘te is made. 


Wholesalers and distributors should instruct all retailers %f fish in the care and 
handling of these products and encourage them to install intheir stores the necessary equip- 
ment for maintaining exceptional quality. Better to have one less retail outlet than one 
more poorly=equipped trader who will create a host of dissatisfied fish eaters. It may re- 
quire effort, time, and money, at first, to enlighten the marketers but the end results 
will justify the actions. 


Wholesalers and distributors should employ personnel trained in the arts of sales pro- 
motion and education. These employees would make periodic visits to all customer outlets 
to install store and window displays and other advertising material and instruct the sales 
personnel in the best methods of filleting or dressing each species of fish. They would 
check, too, on the condition of the equipment in the stores, and make recommendations to 
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the owners for improvements. Numerous other food industries have maintained these services 
for many years, and with considerable cooperation and success. Experience has taught that 
a store owner who does not try to improve his business, who does not heed advice, and who 
does not cooperate with his suppliers, is the one who fails sooner or later, and leaves be- 
hind binders full of unpaid bills. In the future the fisheries will neither need that type 
of outlet nor cater to it. 


The success of an intensive sales effort will be affected greatly by the attitude orf 
buyers and consumers. The fishery industry has been negligent in educating them in the value 
of fish as food; there has been insufficient sales promotion effort and advertising and in- 
complete distribution. 


The dairy industry in its promotion of the sale of milk and milk products opened wide 
the doors of school cafeterias, churches, and institutions by supplying at negligible cost 
great quantities of these products. Many of you are familiar with "penny milk" in schools-- 
a fine, generous practice but also a tremendous sales promotional factor. A parallel effort 
could be made by the fishery industry, but not at this time. First, let a start be made in 
a different manner; let a program be developed and carried out for country-wide education 
and enlightenment of children and adults in the value of fishery products as food. 


The following program of advertising, sales promotion, and educational activities is 
suggested: 


1, Advertising--Encourage federal and state agencies and industry to promote fishery 
products through the use of radio broadcasts, newspapers, magazines, motion pictures, post- 
ers, and all other effective media, 


2, Sales promotion--Employ experienced personnel to represent processors, wholesalers, 
distributors, and, perhaps, government agencies for the following: (a) To introduce new 
species of fish in stores through cooking demonstrations and sampling; (b) to improve store 
layouts and equipment arrangement; (c) to place advertising material and arrange displays 
in stores; and (d) to instruct sales personnel in the correct processing and merchandising 
of each species, 


3. Education--Carry out programs with schools, technical and scientific societies, 
civic and social organizations, and religious groups along these lines: (a) Fxhibit motion 
picture films about the fisheries; (b) present cooking demonstrations and provide samples 
of products; (c) display products and discuss their uses; and (4) arrange organized tours 
through fishing ports, processing plants, and laboratories, 


4. Scholastic training--Introduce courses in fisheries technology, biology, and mar- 
keting in technical and high schools, and colleges in strategic sections of the country, 
Make a career in the fisheries as promising as one in dairying, mining, farming, medicine, 
and other scientific fields, 


Many organizations in the fishery industry have recognized the importance of promoting 
fish, and have been engaged in carrying out parts of the proposed activities for some years. 
For real, lasting success, and results that pay off, however, others should enter whole- 
heartedly into the program; let each do his share by engaging in one or more of the suggested 
activities. Let no one relax in the background, and hope to gain greater production and 
more stable profits, new sales, and new customers by belittling his competitor, his product, 
and his efforts. 


Begin to plan now a programthat will, directly or indirectly, stimulate the distribution 
of fishery products. As individuals or groups, execute with vigor the activities you select 
for the benefit of yourself and your organization as wellasfor the entire fishery industry. 


0-0-0 


JAMES NAMED ASSISTANT DIRECTOR AS JACKSON RESIGNS TO SERVE INDUSTRY 


Secretary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes on July 13 announced the resignation of Charles 
E. Jackson as Assistant Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service and as Assistant Deputy 
Coordinator of Fisheries. The resignation will be effective August 31. 
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Mr. Jackson will be succeeded, Secretary Ickes said, by Milton C. James, at present 
Chief of the Service's Division of Game-Fish and Hatcheries, and Coordination Officer, Office 
of the Coordinator of Fisheries. Mr. James has been a member of the staff of the Fish and 
Wildlife Service and of the predecessor Bureau of Fisheries for 22 years. 


Mr. Jackson will become General Manager ofthe newly organized National Fisheries Insti- 
tute, Inc., on September 1. 


"Mr. Jackson has given able and loyal service tothe Government and has had an important 
part in improving the work of the Fish and Wildlife Service in relation to the Nation's 
fisheries. I regret to see him leave his position and extend my best wishes for his future 
activities," Secretary Ickes said. 


Mr. Jackson, who was born in Columbia, S. C., was appointed Deputy Commissioner of the 
Bureau of Fisheries in 1933 and was appointed Assistant Director of the Fish and Wildlife 
Service on the creation of that agency in 1940. Previously, he had served 1l years as sec- 
retary to the late Senator Ellison D. Smith of South Carolina, as clerk of the Senate Com 
mittee on Interstate Commerce, and as clerk of the Committee on Agriculture. He represents 
the United States as a member of both the International Pacific Salmon Fisheries Commission 
and the International Fisheries Commission. 


Mr. James was born in Meriden, Conn., spent most of his youth in Maine, and is a grad- 
uate of the University of Washington. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR REJECTS ALASKAN INDIAN CLAIMS 


Secretary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes, onJuly 29, rejected claims by Indians of the 
Southeastern Alaska villages of Hydaburg, Kake, and Klawock, to 92 percent of the area in- 
yolved in their petition for the recognition of ancestral possessory rights, and completely 
ruled out the petition of the Indians for recognition of exclusive rights to the use of 
certain open ocean waters in which valuable salmon fisheries are now established. 


The decision substantially affirmed the opinion of Judge Richard Henry Hanna, of New 
Mexico, appointed by the Secretary as hearing officer for the litigation in the fall of 
1944 and who thereafter held extensive hearings on the petitions in Southeastern Alaska 
and in Seattle (Fishery Market News, May 1945, p. 9). 





Secretary Ickes did, however, recognize as valid claims of the Indians to a total of 
273,000 acres, or approximately 190 acres for each petitioning Indian, adjacent to their 
villages which have remained in the actual exclusive possession of the villages for the 61 
years since the passage of the Act of May 17, 1884, which, with some subsequent acts, pro- 
tects such possession. 


The area in which the Indians sought to have exclusive rights established is in the 
southeastern corner of Alaska. The total landarea involved amounted to approximately 3,339,000 
acres. 


The first of these Indian petitions was filed with the Department in 1942, and additional 
petitions and amendments to the original petitions were filed in the summer of 1944. 


In brief, the decision by Secretary Ickes: 


(1) Rejects the claims of natives of Hydaburg, Klawock, and Kake to exclusive possession 
of lands aboriginally occupied as to approximately 92 percent of the areas claimed, and up- 
held claims to the remaining eight percent which consists of lands adjacent to the native 
vine which have been continuously and exclusively occupied by the natives since May 17, 
1604; 


(2) Rejects the claims of the natives of the three villages to exclusive possession of 
ocean waters; 


(3) Allows claims with respect to the right to hunt, fish, trap, and gather wild pro- 
duce in common with other persons in the greater portion of the area claimed so long as such 
areas remain in public ownership; 
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(4) Recognizes that where native occupancy has been continuous and exclusive in certain 
beaches, submerged lands, inland waters, and bays adjacent to lands contimtously and ex 
clusively occupied, such use and occupancy is protected by law; 


(5) Concludes that the policy of recognizing aboriginal possessory rights where native 
possession has been continuous and exclusive applies as well in Alaska as in the States of 
the Union; 


The decision does not affect the proceedings pending in the Court of Claims which in- 
volve the past invasions of Indian property rights. 


The Secretary's order is subject to re-hearing and modification on the petition of any 
interested person filed before August 18, 1945. 


FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE TO ASSIST MAINE SARDINE INDUSTRY 


To make possible the continuation in the post-war periodof the high level of production 
achieved by the Maine sardine industry during recent years, the U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service will soon undertake a comprehensive study of the technological problems of this 
industry, Dr. Ira N. Gabrielson, Director of the Service, reported on July 6 to Secretary 
of the Interior Harold L. Ickes. 


The principal aim of the study, which will get under way this summer, is to develop 
improved methods of processing the pack so that the product will compare favorably with 
fancy imported brands in flavor, texture, and packaging. 


Immediately before the war, domestic production of Maine sardines amounted to about 
1,500,000 cases annually, while imports of European sardines--chiefly from Norway--totaled 
about 750,000 cases. After the beginning of the war in Europe virtually all imports of 
sardines ceased andthe Maine industry increased its pack until it now produces about 3,000,000 
cases a year. 


Canned sardines packed in Maine differ from those produced in Norway and several other 
countries of the Atlantic coast of Europe primarily in the method of preparation. Both the 
foreign and domestic industries utilize the young of the Atlantic sea herring. In addition, 
Norway uses brisling or sprat. 


Fish and Wildlife Service technologists will study all operations in the packing proc- 
ess, from the removal of the herring from the traps to the distribution of the finished 
product. The results of the study will be made available to the industry periodically so 
that necessary changes m be made in operations to improve the quality and appearance of 
the pack. The Service wii. also give assistance in developing wider markets for the domestic 
product. 


If the current heavy production of Maine sardines can be sustained after the war, the 
industry should be able to furnish employment for a large number of returning servicemen, 
Dr. Gabrielson reported. 


NEW AREA COORDINATOR APPOINTED FOR ALASKA 


Samuel J. Hutchinson, aquatic biologist of the Fish and Wildlife Service, has been 
appointed Area Coordinator of Fisheries for Alaska, to replace Ralph A. Ferrandini, it was 
announced on July 19 by Coordinator of Fisheries Harold L. Ickes. Mr. Ferrandini resigned 
on June 30, 1945, to enter private employment. 


The Alaska Area Coordinator administers the Alaska Salmon Concentration Order which 
provides for the packing of salmon in a limited number of canneries throughout the territory. 


COSTS OF HANDLING NEW ENGLAND AND GREAT LAKES FISH STUDIED 


The Federal Trade Commission, as of June 30, published summaries for New England and 
the Great Lakes areas on the cost of production and distribution of fish and shellfish. 
Summaries for other areas are to be released later. 
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"Cost of Production and Distribution of Fish in the Great Lakes Area” describes briefly 
the Great Lakes Fishing Industry--its productiveness, value of the catch, fishing methods, 
and methods of distributing to wholesalers and retailers. Following this, the report gives 
data on unit costs, proceeds and profits for 1941, 1942, and 1943 for gill net, trap net, 
and pound net operators, for primary and secondary wholesalers, and for retailers. 


"Cost of Production and Distribution of Fish in New England" describes the production 
and distribution facilities of the Area; operating practices and organizations; market con- 
ditions at Boston, Gloucester, and New Bedford; ceiling prices; and costs, proceeds, and 
profit margins of otter trawl, seine, gill net, trap net, and stop net fishing, and whole- 
saling and retailing. 


These reports, prepared at the suggestion and with the help of the Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the Office of the Coordinator of Fisheries, may be obtained free of charge from 
the Federal Trade Commission, Washington 25, D. C. 


HEARINGS ON OYSTER STANDARDS TO BE CONTINUED AUGUST 14 


After two days of testimony, the Food and Drug Administration's hearing on Definitions 
and Standards of Identity, Quality, and Fill of Container for Raw'Oysters (Fishery Market 
News, July 1945, p. 32) was adjourned to 10 a.m. on August 14 in Room 5545, Social Security 
Building, Washington, D. C. At that time further evidence may be presented. 





SEINE NETTING SUPPLY SITUATION EASED 


A gradually increasing supply of seine netting is expected to become available to com- 
mercial fishermen in the second half of this year as a result of reduced demand for netting 
for military purposes, the War Production Board said on July 23. Since the amount available 
to commercial fishermen will be greater than before the war, it will help to meet the current 
need for more netting to increase the Nation's food supply, WPB said. 


The netting industry has effected this wartime increase without the use of additional 
machinery, by producing on a three-shift basis. Before the war, netting plants worked only 
one shift, and in some cases less than a full shift. Another reason for the increase in 
poundage is that military requirements are for nets made of heavier twine than is normally 
used for fishing nets. L 


In the first six months of 1945, production of netting totaled 6,500,000 pounds, of 
which approximately 60 percent went to the Armed Services, about 35 percent to commercial 
fishermen, and less than seven percent for export under lend-lease. 


In the third quarter, only about 45 percent of total production will be needed to meet 
military demands. Since export of netting also is expected to decline in the third quarter, 
at least 50 percent of production, or about 80 percent more than in either of the first two 
quarters, will go to commercial fishermen. 


Before the war, the commercial fishing trade normally used about 2,550,000 pounds of 
domestic seine netting per year, as compared with the 2,100,000 pounds available to the in- 
dustry in the first six months of this year. The 1,500,000 pounds expected to be available 
for the trade in the third quarter will permit use at two and one-half times the pre-war 
rate. A further substantial increase in the amount of netting for fishermen is expected 
in the fourth quarter. 


Total production of netting, including sport nets, before the war averaged approximately 
2,600,000 pounds a year. Production currently is at the rate of about 13,000,000 pounds a 
year, or about five times as high as before the war. 


CERTAIN FISHING TACKLE REMOVED FROM PRICE CONTROL 


All fishing tackle except rods, reels, and non-metallic lines and nets was exempted 
from price control on July 28, effective August 2, 1945, the Office of Price Administration 
said in issuing Amdt. 21 to Supplementary Order 45--Exemption from Price Control of Certain 
Commodities and Services. 
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Typical of exempted items are: Lines, hooks, snelled hooks, stringers, scalers, floats, 
swivels, and sinkers. Sales of these items affect the cost of living only slightly, OPA said, 
and the administrative and enforcement difficulties of maintaining controls out-weigh the 
importance of holding prices at pre-war levels. 


The exempted items were covered at the manufacturing level by the consumer durable 
goods regulation and at distributive levels by the General Maximum Price Regulation. 


PAINT SUPPLIES TO CONTINUE IN SHORT SUPPLY 


All types of paints, varnishes, and lacquers will continue in short supply for the 
duration of the war in the Pacific, the Chemicals Bureau of the War Production Board enm- 
phasized on July 6. 


SURPLUS VESSELS SOLD BY WSA 


Sale and delivery during May of 82 small vessels, including fishing vessels, tugs, 
power yachts, auxiliary sailing vessels, and motor boats, were announced on June 28 by the 
War Shipping Administration. 


The small vessels are parts of recent public sales held by WSA on vessels that were 
requisitioned by the Armed Services and later declared surplus to their needs. 


FISHERY RESOURCES OF THE UNITED STATES 


Senate Document No, 51, "Fishery Resources of the United States,” was published early 
in August by the United States Congress and is now available to the public. Congress has 
long felt the need for a condensed, readable book that would serve as a basic reference on 
the fisheries and fishery industries of the United States, and at its request, the Fish and 
Wildlife Service of the Department of the Interior has prepared an attractive illustrated 
book of 135 pages that will appeal to everyone. Each page tells a living story in words 
and pictures of an important phase of the Nation's fisheries. The book will be of interest 
to fishermen, processors, dealers, anglers, and the general public. It is particularly 
suited for use in the public schools in connection with courses in biology, geography, and 
civics. 


Copies may be purchased at 40 cents each from the Superintendent of Documents, U. S.. 


Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 


rd 


ROGRESS IN MARKET DEVELOPMENT 





An article titled, "Preparation of Fish for Storage in Refrigerated Lockers," has been 
submitted to the Locker Operator for publication. The story contains lists of the fish and 
shellfish which are suitable for freezing and storage, sketches of the various cuts of fish, 
sketches depicting the proper way to fillet fish, and tables which give suggested methods 


for preparing fish for storage as well as suggested methods for packaging fish. The article 
was written to serve locker plant operators as a guide in buying, preparing, freezing, and 
storing fish and shellfish. 


Two representatives of the Division of Commercial Fisheries participated in a food 
seminar given on July 12 for a group of about 23 Massachusetts public school lunchroom man- 
agers at the State Teachers College, Fitchburg, Mass. 


A technologist demonstrated the canning of four species of fish familiar to New Eng- 
landers: 0d, haddock, mackerel, and tuna (horse mackerel). A marketing specialist gave 
a short talk-on t publications issued by the Service and explained how these bulletins 


and leaflets could be used to advantage by the lunchroom managers. 
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Many of these officials are seeking canned salmon or tuna. Since these species are 
difficult to obtain, however, the buyers might be persuaded to purchase other canned fishery 
products which are more abundant at this time. 


Sample table mats or doilies are being prepared in the Division of Commercial Fisheries 
and should be ready for distribution in a short time. A doily is a mat often used in lieu 
ofatable cloth on restaurant tables--usually one mat for each persOn--and may carry various 
printed messages as well as sketches. The doilies being made up now will be sketched with 
different species of fish, fishing gear, and boats. Recipes, anecdotes, important facts, and 
other information about fishery products andthe fishery industry will be printedonthe mats. 


The film, “Home Cookery of Fish," which the Division is making in cooperation with an 
educational organization, is in the final stages. The script and narration is ready for a 
check-up, and after the rough spots are taken out, shooting arrangements will be made. Pro- 
duction of the film is expected to begin in October. 


PROGRESS IN TECHNOLOGY - JUNE 


College Park, Md.--Preliminary analyses on oysters confirmed their relative richness 
in vitamin B) (thiamine) and indicated that, although it is classed as water-soluble, the 
vitamin is not lost in the natural liquor to any appreciable extent. 





Methyl-carboxy cellulose has been suggested for use with frozen fish as a dip which 
would form a protective plastic covering. Tests are being made to determine whether this 
material has any. toxic effects. Similar tests for possible toxicity were continued on Graci- 
laria agar and certain suggested antioxidants for fish oils. 


Recipes were developed and tested for incorporation in a new fish cookbook. The cooking 
tests covered frozen oysters, brined herring, yellow pike, whitefish, and mackerel. 


Determinations were made of the amounts of thiamine destroyed in mackerel prepared ac- 
cording to various recipes. Cooperation was given in the preparation of a new Encyclopaedia 
Brittanica film on the home cookery of fish. 


Exposure tests have been begun on various new seine twines and net preservatives. 


Developmental work was done on a new rapid method for the estimation of vitamin A in 
fish oils. 


Ketchikan, Alaska--Mr. Harris W. Magnusson, formerly Assistant Chiefof the Technological 
Section, arrived from Washington to take over his new post as Chemist-in-Charge of the Fishery 
Products Laboratory here. 





fhe Fisheries Experimental Commission: engaged two new employees: Mrs. Charlotte Dunlap, 
Home Economist, who has begun the preparation of a small Alaska fish cookbook for distri- 
bution within the territory, and Miss Mary Hall, Sub-professional Fellowship Assistant, who 
will undertake to study the possibilities of utilizing the locally available kelp. 


Mayaguez, P. R.--A temporary experimental station was installed at Charlotte Amalie, 
St. Thomas, Virgin Islands, for making further studies on the nature of the so-called "poison- 
ous fish" which occur sporadically in the Caribbean area. 


Seattle, Wash.--Recipes using sablefish, squid, and Dungeness crab were tested for in- 
clusion in the new fish cookbook. 


Work on fish oils included further determinations of the accuracy of sampling, tests 
on the effectiveness of antioxidants, and vitamin A assays on dry-rendered oils from various 
wastes, 
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NEW ENGLAND FISHERIES YIELD 705,000,000 POUNDS IN 1942 


The commercial fisheries of the New England States 


FISHERIES OF MAINE, NEW HAMPSHIRE, MASSACHUSETTS, produced 705,085,000 pounds of fishery products in 1942-- 
ry meaner Co ace a decline of 12 percent as compared with the estimated 


1941 catch but an increase of 13 percent over 1940, ac- 
cording to the Fish and Wildlife Service's Current Fish- 
ery Statistics 164 (Revised). 
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Complete statistics are not available for 1941; 
however, the catch was estimated at about 800 million 


rn ea 4  f a 


|| organs pounds, the largest production on record for this area. 
it . HADDOCK 

a | FI Se ~ an ES BE The value received by the fishermen for their catch 
‘Rk SS nag a | in 1942 totaled $36,293,600, an increase of 77 percent 
lo. et poser | = over the 1940 value of $20,493,700. The value received 
‘ees 1930 32 1934 1936 36 m4o 42 


for the 1942 catch surpassed that of any year on record, 


CHESAPEAKE FISHERIES IN 1942 YIELD 202,000,000 POUNDS 


In 1942, the catch of fishery products inthe Ches- can al NS a 
apeake Bay States declined to 202,240,000 pounds from rd CATCH 929-1942 
328,155,000 pounds in the previous year, according to 
the Fish and Wildlife Service's Current Fishery Statis- 300. 
tics 181. This drop was due mainly tothe reduced catch 
of menhaden which resulted from military restrictions 
placed upon the operation of vessels in this area. 
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The catch of crabs gained slightly over the pre- aa 
vious year, while the production of oyster meats de- ’ | 
clined slightly. Values received were generally higher. oT ae ay Fy os ~3] 

stead 
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The total value received by the fishermen increased 
to $10,061,000 from $9,121,000, 


1942 PACIFIC COAST CATCH SMALLEST IN YEARS 


FISHERIES OF WASHINGTON, OREGON AND CALIFORNIA 


Billion CATCH 1922-1942 The commercial catch of fishery products in the 
» Ae Pacifie Coast States totaled 1,374,688,000 pounds in 
1942 and was the smallest for any year since 1953, ac- 
cording to the Fish and Wildlife Service's Current Fish- 
ery Statistics 180. Compared with 1941, it represented 
a decrease of 24 percent. Catches of pilchards, tuna, 
min Gateu.er Wome dimen grants | eanvibie Salmon, and mackerel were all less than in 1941. The 
Se 4 value received by the fishermen for the 1942 catch sur- 
passed that of any year on record, totaling $49,244,000. 
The value of the 194) catch was $40,562,000. 
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1945 LANDINGS OF NEW ENGLAND FISHERIES THROUGH MAY LEAD THOSE OF 1944 


With total production in the New England fisheries running well ahead of last year's 
figures, landings at several of the New England ports during May and June have broken all 
previous records, Charles E. Jackson, Assistant Deputy Coordinator of Fisheries, reported 
on June 29 to Coordinator Harold L. Ickes. 


Landings at Gloucester during the month of June are expected to reachat least 50,000,000 
pounds. Previously, the busiest monthinthe history of this port was July 1944, when 27,555,000 
pounds were landed. 


The month of May brought the heaviest landings in its history into the southern New 
England port of New Bedford, when 194 vessels--including both otter trawlers and mackerel 
seiners--landed 15,254,000 pounds of fish. Landings of 1,224,000 pounds on May 29th broke 
all records for a single day's receipts at that port. 


During the first 22 days of June, Mr. Jackson said, landings at Boston, Gloucester, 
New Bedford, and Portland have exceeded those for the entire month of June last year. In 
June 1944, 49,093,000 pounds were landed. Barring interruption of fishing by storms during 
the remaining days of the month, the total for June this year should be at least 60 million 
pounds, Mr. Jackson estimated. 


New England landings since the beginning of the year now total approximately 250 million 
pounds, compared with 209 millionfor the same period last year, ora gain of about 10 percent. 


Mr. Jackson reported that severe manpower shortages in the shore plants are impeding 
full production by the New England fisheries. In many cases, sufficient men are not avail- 
able to process all the fish that could be caught and boats are lying over, awaiting their 
turn to unload. Every element of the industry has been asked to cooperate in a program to 
insure maximum utilization of the record catches. 


Landings by Fishing Craft at Boston and Gloucester, Mass., and Portland, Maine 
May 1945 April 1945 May 1944 Five os, eoling 2S a 
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1945 1944 
Pounds Cents* Pounds Cents* Pounds Cents* Pounds Cents* Pounds Cents* 

Cod 12,507,477 6.16 9,109,080 6.4 10,712,548 6.20 36,857,632 7.08 31,333,001 7.06 
Haddock 7,618,248 6.95 15,451,823 6.97 91,642,181 6.92 50,990,112 8.06 42,667,306 7.82 
MaKe ; 

Thi te 363,790 5.26 151,503 5.64 245,706 5.80 1,407,267 6.90 1,050, .00 
Red 4,358 424 1.98 318,429 2,00 1,0534398 i106 4° 885'564 2.02 211441792 Me 
Pollock 2,494,993 4-49 1,990,929 4.50 2,108,968 4.34 11,386,374 5.98 7,594,607 5.3 
Cusk 103,583 5.37 75,843 5.37 “141,768 9:43 367,908 6.40 “482,763 6.54 
Halibut 26,828 16.88 31,403 17.32 49,313 18.65 106,531 17.31 104,249 17.3 
Mackerel 1,261;855 9.51 600 16:00 60367352 4:88 1,2643155 9:61 6,036,662 4.8 
flounders; 

Gray sole 201,721 7.04 219,891 6.99 271,891 7.00 1,123,268 8,20 947,098 8,02 
Lemon sole 94,055 10.00 61,080 10,17 221,935 7.83 260,730 12.46 292,871 8.90 
Yellowtail 630,200 4.50 147,220 4.50 234,360 4.38 1,261,540 5.27 1,023,388 6.42 
Blackback 7,410 8.50 67,137 7.11 94,062 6,86 658 9.07 605,021 8,98 
Dab 431,561 4.48 3554219 4.49 434,658 4.47 1,532,109 5.37 1,180,552 5.20 
Fluke 400 16,00 - - 315 14.92 400 16,00 315 14.92 
Other - - - - - - ,760 5.51 a - 
Fosefish 14,509,381 3.74 3,978,035 3.72 11,355,873 3.70 32,608,360 3.94 27,922,549 3.92 
Whiting 602,113 4.14 6,260 5,30 506,809 4.01 630,018 4,11 561,9 3.87 
Wolffish 344,762 4.49 331,484 4.51 276,211 4,81 1,082,804 5.42 764,290 5.28 
Ocean pout 2,375 5.98 4,110 2,99 8,945 3.05 15, 805 3.24 154,220 3.49 
Scallops (nests) - - as a 13,213 30,0 8,371 38.00 106,644 35.54 
Other 18,770 5.78 21,809 6.58 42,625 4.50 86,267 5.27 337,349 4.14 
tal 45,656,316 5,06 32,321,851 6,12 43,431,088 5,30 146,422,760 6.46 125,311,206 6.22 
By ports: 
Boston 16,837,438 6.50 16,536,865 6.59 17,132, 554 6.34 71,248,863 7.86 62,221,378 7.34 
Gloucester 27 +249 349 4.20 15,053,920 5,68 24,217,878 4.65 70,128,&3 5.46 56,901,936 5.39 
Portland 1,569,529 4.58 731,066 4.48 2,080,656 4,31 5,045,054 4.89 6,187,892 4.57 
Weighted average of prices per pound paid to fishermen, 
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As of June 1, total landings for the year at the various ports were as follows: Boston, 
71,249,000 pounds; Gloucester, 70,129,000 pounds; New Bedford, 34,279,000 pounds; Portland, 
5,045,000 pounds. With the exception of New Bedford, each of the ports is running ahead of 
last year's landings. More complete data were published in the Service's Current Fishery 
Statistics 199, "Landings at Boston, Gloucester, and Portland, May 1945," and Current Fishery 


Statistics 201, "Landings at New Bedford, May 1945." 


Landings by Fishing Craft at New Bedford, Mass. 





Item May 1945 April 1945 May 1944 


Five mos, ending with May-- 




















te i 1944 
Pounds 555 = BRD Cents* Pounds Cents* Pounds venis" eens, Se Cents* 
But rfish 16. 81 8 5.00 131,910 15, 
te Te e18 aif 7% 6:2 693828 $93 4.014" 2 {4 3748: ee I. % 
Reddock 4, 3 94 2,34 *h0R 99 4,558,040 6, 10,651,038 7.70 
Hake: 
White 8 2%, 6.12 737 6. 108,1 7.11 76,691 6.6 
Rea 1 iB: 288 roe 30,99 1.73 oy 23h 1 73 14103, 514% 1.76 1,919, b ee 2 
Ocean pout An 2.77 450 3.11 {722 . 265 208 2.8 3,223, 6.42 
Pollock a 765 4.50 100 ,008 2 28,702 4. 2 29.2 ie 122,008 5 25 
Cusk - 45 4 - /. 
Halibut 9,186 17-33 10,060 163) 13,995 17. 68 26,381 17,09 3,9 217 1-33 
Mackerel 4,829,325 9.7 25 20,00 3,197,580 4.88 4,829,350 9.76 3,197.5 
Flounders: “ 
Gray sole 2 1,0 .02 18,3 6.96 2,430 8,11 20, Z-2 
Lenon sole 1,349,968 5:34 549/054 18:00 &40, 367 7.3 24433 oh 11.32 1,660, *goe bi 
Yellowtail 123,330 4.50 162, 346 4.53 320,012 4.90 4,529,208 6.37 9, 167, . 22 
Blackback 1,054,188 7.00 581,569 7,00 2,300,022 6.85 2,016,338 7.52 3, 136° 828 7.18 
Deb 32,285 4.50 46,085 4.50 12,695 4.51 140,530 5.38 41,592 5.16 
Fluke 2,959 9.75 157,305 17.94 27,529 16,02 1,019,770 10.44 390,491 17.07 
Other . 1,483 3.03 -. > 22,118 2.69 bs - 
Scup or porgy 484,496 5.14 - - 2,653 2.60 484,596 5.14 2,653 2,60 
Rosefish - - - - - age 45 4.44 3,330 4.26 
Tilefish -_ x 8, 833 8.55 8,061 5.18 42,3 2 Age | 2A, 746 9-34 
Whi ting 5,931 3.07 3,410 4.72 435 4.14 12,561 3.48 14,300 4,06 
Wolffish 17,401 4.48 27,111 4.48 17,698 4.43 6,219 5.92 27,130 4.5) 
Scallops (meats) ae 13 30.00 267,411 30.00 442,348 30.00 1,148,121 33.55 1,107,612 32.5 
Other 05,976 4.98 3,435 8.36 1566 5.86 97,609 6.97 1258 5.24 
Total 122), 966 7.96 5,346,317 9.63 13,509,191 6.00 " 34,279,297 5./6 36,045,505 1.62 


*Weighted average of prices per pound paid to fishermen, 


THREE PORTS LANDINGS IN 1944 TOTAL 357,000,000 POUNDS 


LANDINGS BY FISHING CRAFT AT NEW YORK CITY 
938 TO 1944 


tdiliion 
Pounce 


Landings of fishery products at Boston, Gloucester, 


——n and Portland during 1944 by fishing vessels of over 5 
“ net tons totaled 357,476,000 pounds, according to the 

TOTAL LANDINGS Fish and Wildlife Service's Current Fishery Statistics 
30 ™ pee 177. This was an increase of 8 percent over the landings 


~ 


<4. at these ports during 1943. Of the total, 31 percent 


Northern Bank Fishery i. 


20 a | “ 


| Mid. Atigntic & 


was Caught by large otter trawls, 39 percent by medium 
otter trawls, 11 percent by small otter trawls, and 135 


en terrane? . ; percent by purse seines. The remaining6 percent of the 
wie is ; . ; A catch was taken by line trawls, harpoons, sink and drift 
3 \Tishore Flounder Fiehery 2 4 gill nets, and scallop drags. A large decrease during 


° 
Scatlope -! 
938 i938 


i940 ie ieae ios ro) recent years is evident inthe catches taken on Georges 


Bank and South Channel, etc., due to restricted fishing 


because of the war. Other areas, as shown in the graph, 


1943 but yielded increased catches in 1944. 


exhibited declines in 1942 and 


1944 LANDINGS AT NEW YORK CITY TOTAL ONLY 19,000,000 POUNDS 


Landings by fishing craft at New York City to- 
taled 40,878,000 pounds in 1939 and since then have 
declined each year until 1944 when they totaled only 
19,143,000 pounds, according to the Fish and Wildlife 
Service's Current Fishery Statistics 193. The decrease 
in landings was caused by the requisitioning of vessels 
for the Armed Services, restrictions on fishing as a 
result of the war, and diversion of landings to other 
ports. The greatest decline occurred in the Northern 
Bank fishery for groundfishes (cod, haddock, hake, etc.) 
which fell 50 percent from18.5 million pounds in 1939 
to 9.3 million pounds in 1944, 
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GULF FISHERY PRODUCTION DECREASES WITH THE COMING OF SUMMER 


The month of June saw a general decrease in the production of all fishery products in 
the Gulf area, with the exception of crabs, according to the Service's Market News office 
at New Orleans. The first six months of 1945, however, were still ahead of the corresponding 
period in 1944, The reduction in landings in June is normally expected as a seasonal char- 
acteristic of Gulf fishing operations. 


Shrimp landings were one third less in June than in May or in June 1944. Oysters, as 
might be expected, decreased again with the summer months, although the yield bettered June 
1944's production. Both fresh-water and salt-water fish remained at a par with June 1944, 


Hard crabs and crabmeat continued their steady increase, rising sharply over May, keeping 
slightly ahead of June 1944, and showing a 20 percent increase for the first half of 1945 
as compared with the first six months of 1944, 


Production of Fishery Products in the Gulf States* 























June 1945 6 mos, 6 mos, 12 months 
Item Unit June compared with Jan,-June Jan,-June Jan,-Dec. 
1945 May 1945 June 1944 1945 1944 1944 
or ae Percent Percent Percent 
> canning Bbls, —_ 38 - 8.232 £309 115,915 
" 12,50 * 239 961 + 239,115 
" 2,508 i “42 ei Fi 355,030 
. 10,218 A 20 175° 103 + 33 ar 
" < +2 ~ ) 
. 10,28 = +20 395,477 - 14 575,402 
Crabs, hard Lbs. 2,451 , 830 +42 + 8 6,506,022 + 28 11,368, 787 
f resh- cooked " 254 , 800 +28 +39 690,363 + 58 1,107,043 
r fish " 467 , 880 -40 +11 2, 889,420 + 13 5,207.7 
ter fish n 48, 286 -44 -28 399,112 + 34 691,977 





ies production in Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, 


JUNE RECEIPTS AT CHICAGO INCREASE 18 PERCENT OVER MAY 
June receipts of fresh and frozen fishery products in Chicago increased 18 percent 
over May and 44 percent over June 1944, according to the Service's Market News office in 
that city. 


Receipts of Fresh and Frozen Fishery Products at Chicago 



























June 1945 6 months 6 mos, 1945 12 months 
Item June compared with Jan,-June compared with Jan.-Dec, 
ams 1945 _May 1945 June 1944 _ 1945 ____ 6 mos. 1944 1944 
Classification: Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Percent Pounds 
sh-water fish . 4,031,000 + 10 +A 21 , 277 ,000 - 4 38,132, 000 
t-water fish 3,709,900 + 36 +110 13,111,900 + 46 20 ,439 , C00 
etc, 370,000 - 2% - 38 3,096,900 + 9 8,089,000 
Total receipts 8,112,000 + 18 + 44 37,484,000 +11 66,660,900 
Important I tems: 
Carp Pa ee 658,000 +17 +325 2,294,900 + 51 2,703,200 
Lake herring 294 ,000 +11 + A 1,378,000 - 6 3,086,000 
Lake trout 590,000 +11 =~9 3, 217 ,000 =A 7 +310 ,000 
Sheepshead 594,000 + 44 +132 1,525,900 + 49 1,604,900 
405,000 + +110 1,677,900 + 2 2,373,200 
367 ,000 +12] - 31 3 59} 1900 - » 093 ,900 
, 900 ~ oe - 31 1,595,000 - 3 34432000 
236,000 - 44 - 3} 1,46 ,000 - 2, 0} ,900 
1,605'000 4116 +118 3°835'000 4134 +*gn8" 000 
249 , 000 + + 13 826 ,000 -3 2, 272,000 
237 , 900 - 37 - 54 1,842,000 +12 5,758,000 
. Leading Sources: 
fassachuse tts 1,054,000 + 44 +149 4,021 ,000 + 24 5,299,000 
id 1,072,000 + 4 + 13 2,620,000 +1 7, 233,000 
Wis 1,119,000 + 68 + 61 3, 873,000 + 2 7,558,000 
Sritish Columbia 1,723,000 + 97 +1299 3,613,000 +116 6,059,900 
Domestic total 5,783,000 + 9 52 25,848,000 + 20 45,948,000 
Imported total 2,329,000 + 48 + 2 11,636,000 = 5 20,712,900 
ispor ted by: 
960,000 + 1 - 2 4,632,000 =~ 43 14,564 ,000 
4,997,000 + 9 + 58 18, 306,000 + 42 27,650,000 
2,155,000 + 59 + 97 13,966,000 +13 24,346,000 

















FISHERY MARKET NEWS Vol. 7, No. 8 


The most significant changes were in the receipts of salt-water species. These rose 
almost a million pounds over May and two million pounds over June 1944. Receipts of fresh- 
water fish increased 10 percent, and receipts of shellfish, etc., were down 26 percent from 
May. Compared with June 1944, shellfish arrivals were off 38 percent and fresh-water fish 
receipts rose 24 percent. 


Rail freight arrivals increased by 59 percent, express shipments went up 9 percent, 
and truck freight receipts rose 1 percent, as compared with May. From June 1944, truck de- 
liveries were down 29 percent, while express and freight receipts rose 58 and 97 percent, 
respectively. 


The trend toward greater use of salt-water species continued. For the first six months 
of 1945, salt-water fish receipts increased 46 percent over the first half of last year, 


SEATTLE'S RECEIPTS CONTINUE UPWARD TREND DURING JUNE 


During June, receipts of freshand frozen fishery products at Seattle climbed to 11,961,000 
pounds, the highest of any month since June 1943, according to the Service's local Market 
News office. 


June's receipts exceeded those of May by 248,000 pounds, bringing the 1945 six-month's 
total to 39,387,000 pounds. This was 28 percent over the 30,713,000 pounds received in the 
corresponding six months of 1944. 


The otter-trawl fleet, catching mainly true cod, lingcod, and rockfishes, hadall around 
good fishing. A number of otter-trawl vessels had left the fishery, preparing their gear 
for the start of tuna fishing in July. 


Halibut landings, together with receipts from Alaska and imports from Canada, con- 
tinued heavy, bringing the season's total to 11,073,000 pounds. This was an increase of 
41 percent over the 1944 season for the corresponding period. 


Receints of Fresh and Frozen Fishery Products at Seattle* 

















June 1945 6 months 6 mos. 1945 Jan, -Dec, 
Item June compared with Jan, -June compared 12 months 

1945 May 1945 June 1944 1945 6 mos. 1944 1944 

Classification: Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Percent Pounds 
Total fish and shellfish 11,961 ,000 + 2 + 2% 39,337,000 + 28 68,140,000 

Important I tems: 

Cod, true 19,900 +10 ~ 1,154,900 +220 641 ,900 
Halibut 3,822,000 + 6 - 13 11,073 , 900 + Al 19, 259,000 
Lingeod 1,307,900 + 38 + 8 3,160,900 2 6,276,000 
Pilchard 15,000 +114 + 23 ,000 - 39 40,000 
Rockfish 2,048,000 yg +221 7, 266 ,000 +227 5 610,900 
Sablefish 89,000 - & BE, 1,116,000 +17 3,889,000 
Salmon 1,326,900 + 31 + Al 3,761,000 - 11 12, 244,000 
Shad 13,900 +117 + 49 ,000 +208 27 ,000 
Smelt 46,000 ~ ~ 39 , 000 +21 559,000 
Sole 1,859,900 +112 +113 3,593,000 = it 6,306,900 
Shellfish 518, 000 - 39 + 3 3,646,000 +21 4,708,000 
Livers 558,000 - 58 ~ 32 2,657,000 + 4 5,985,000 





“Halibut and shark fleets and receipts from local and all other sources, 


AMDT. 46 TO MPR-418 EFFECTIVE AUGUST 7 


Amdt. 46 to MPR=418 revokes certain schedules inthe tables of maximum prices in MPR-418, 
the OPA announced on July 28. The species listed in the revoked schedules are for the most 
part landed in West Coast ports. Fishermen and wholesalers whose sales of these species 
were formerly covered by MPR-418 will in the future price such sales under MPR=-579, which 
will govern sales of West Coast species of fresh fish. Obsolete provisions of MPR-418 are 
revoked and other non-substantive changes made. 


AMDT. 47 TO MPR-418 EFFECTIVE JULY 31 


Fishermen's maximum prices for Sacramento River salmon have been adjusted to bring them 
in line with those in effect for other seine-caught chinook salmon, the Office of Price 
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Administration announced on July 27. Before the amendment, fishermen's maximum prices were 
18 cents a pound for November through February, 15 cents a pound for March through June, 
and 114 cents a pound in August and September. 


The action establishes rrices for two seasons only--20 cents a pound for the months 
of January through March, and 15 cents a pound for the months of April through December. 


The over-all effect of the revised seasons and ceiling prices on a yearly average basis 
will be an increase to fishermen of from one to two cents a pound. 


Wholesale and retail ceiling prices for fresh Sacramento River salmon will reflect the 
adjusted fishermen's maximum prices, andwill now be the same as the maximum prices in effect 
for all other seine-caught chinook salmon. 


The measure is based on results of a study of 1942 and present fresh fish prices and 
marketing practices, OPA said. The study showed that in recent years Sacramento River salmon 
formerly sold to canners has entered the fresh and frozen markets or gone into mild-curing. 
In the fresh and frozen markets it competes on equal terms with other seine-caught salmon. 
The maximum price for mild-cured salmon is basedonthe higher prices for trollecaught chinook 
salmon. 


Present ceiling prices for frozen and mild-cured Sacramento River salmo. will remain 
unchanged because they are the same as those in effect for other processed chinook salmon. 


Amdt. 47 to MPR-418--Fresh Fish and Seafood--became effective July 3l. 


AMDT. 7 TO MPR-579 EFFECTIVE JULY 16 


A maximum price of 6-3/4 cents per pound has been established for processors' sales 
of frozen round rosefish to wholesalers, the Office of Price Administration announced on 
July 12. 


Before the amendment, there was no specific maximum price in effect for this item be- 
cause it was not generally sold in this style of dressing, OPA said. Because of recent 
heavy landings of rosefish, processors have been unable to fillet all their receipts, and 
are now freezing the fish in the round style. 


Wholesalers' ceiling prices for the new item are established under the general pricing 
provisions in MPR-579 (Certain Species of Fresh and Frozen Fish and Seafood). 


Highest retail ceiling prices for the small amount of frozen round (whole) rosefish 
that it is expected will be soldé to consumers in this style of dressing will be about 17 
cents a pound in New York City and about 15 cents a pound in Boston. 


The action also establishes maximum prices for all distributors of fresh and frozen 
dressed lemon sole. Maximum prices for dressed lemon sole are in line with those already 
in effect for lemon sole sold in the round style of dressing, OPA said. 


Amdt. 7 to MPR-579--Certain Species of Fresh and Frozen Fish and Seafood--became ef- 
fective July 16. Excerpts follow: 


Maximum Price Regulation No. 579 is amended in the following respects: 
1. In section 10.1 (a), Table IA, Schedule No. 17 is amended to read as follows: 





! } " 
| “le | | } 
Item) Style of | Size Season AIBiycin|e;i ra 
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Sched. —— 
No. | ee ; No. | dressing 
— } — SS S—_—— aS SS aE 
Fy oie ee | | | | | 
17 | Sole, lemon !.._| 1 | Round } All .-| Apr.-Sept...| 10 | 1134] 1234, 15 | 13 | 14}y, 153, 
| 2 | Fillets ?_._} All | Apr.-Sept | 4334) 4534) 4934) 4634) 4834) 513, 
3 | Dressed_--| All | Apr.-Sept | 1846] 17 | 29%) 17 | 1884] 20% 
1 | Round....| All ct.-Mar 16 | 18 | 1934) 2194] 19%g] 2i'4)- 22% 
2| Fillets?._-| All | Oct.-Mar..-!......] 63 | | 69!3| 67 | 69 
3 
| 


| | G4ly 3 | 
Dressed...| All | Oct.-Mar...| | 2545) 2814) 26 27%) 
| | | | | | 
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2. In section 10.1 (b), Table IB, Schedules Nos. 13 and 17 are amended to read 























as follows: 
Sched. | | teem | | 
Sched a Item Style of ‘ , Py 
No Species | No. | dressing Size I II I IV 
| | | | 
- - oe oe Se Or ee Care | | 
13 | Rosefish j | i 
(Apr.-Sept.) ! 1 | Fillets | all... 22\y| 24 | 24ry] 2644! 2884 
(Oct.-Mar.) ! 2 | Fillets } All 334, 2-544 2534 2} 
All year 3 | Round | All 634! 734) 834 1034 
17 | Sole, lemon 1 | Round } "all Ii4yis  123y) 1249) 1344 1544 
2 | Fillets? All 3834) 40}! 41h) 4344 1644 
3] d yi 184 19 2034 2244 








AMDT. 8 TO MPR-579 EFFECTIVE AUGUST 7 


Prices that consumers pay for West Coast species of fresh and frozenfish will be slightly 
reduced as the result of an action announced on July 30 by the Office of Price Administration 
in issuing Amdt. 8 to MPR-579--Certain Species of Fresh and Frozen Fish and Seafood. 


The main types of fish covered by the amendment, effective August 7, 1945, are the 
species ordinarily caught off the West Coast ofthe United States and Alaska, such as halibut, 
salmon, smelt, tuna, Pacific flounders, and cod. 


The San Francisco OPA regional office will have authority to control prices of locally- 
consumed minor species of fish that are not specifically priced under this amendment. 


The new specific prices apply to all sales of West Coast species of fresh and frozen 
fish at the producer and pre-retail distributive levels. Before the amendment, the West 
Coast species were priced under two separate regulations--fresh fish under MPR-418, and 
frozen fish under MPR-364. 


Present fishermen's maximum prices remain -generally unchanged. However, Sacramento 
River chinook salmon prices are adjusted to provide only two pricing seasons--January ‘through 
March and April through December. Wholesale prices for this fish have been made the same 
as those for other seine-caught salmon. 


Fishermen's prices for seine-caught silver salmon on the coast of Washington and Oregon 
have been increased 4 cent per pound so these fish will have the same producers' maximm 
price as Columbia River silver salmon. 


Changes in prices at distribution and consumer levels result from adjustments of whole- 
salers' and distributors’ mark-ups and container, delivery, and storage allowances. 


The adjustments in margins are based on results of a survey and comparison of existing 
margins with those of wholesalers’ and distributors' mark-ups in effect during 1942, the 
last full year during which fresh fish prices were uncontrolled, OPA said. 


In general, the survey indicated that fresh fish prices to retailers could be slightly 
reduced in port towns in the northwest area. It also appeared advisable to increase slightly 
some inland wholesalers’ margins on fresh fish. At the same time, the survey indicated that 
margins for frozen fish were above those in effect in 1942. 


In addition to bringing fresh and frozen fish into more logical price relationship, 
the amendment should also promote better distribution, OPA said. The new action more ade- 
quately recognizes the normal differences in distribution patterns that exist in handling 
of West Coast fish as compared with the handling of North Atlantic fish. Inland wholesalers 
who have had squeeze margins on fresh fish and excessive margins on frozen fish will now 
have equalized workable margins on both, OPA added. 


Major points of the amendment follow: 


Fresh Fish - Port Areas, 





Primary shinpers' prices to wholesalers are generally unchanged, However, transportation 
allowances are provided for shipments of some California fish from remote pick-up stations 
to principal places of business, Primary shippers' prices to retailers are set at one cent 
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per pound above prices for sales to wholesalers, and represent a reduction of about cent 
per pound in previous prices. ‘These prices will ve the port area prices to retailers for 
all wholesalers, 


An additional mark-up has been allowed for secondary port wholesalers who sell to pur- 
veyors of meals, 


All shipments made east of the Rocky Mountains will now be made at the price in effect 
for primary shippers. Sales of troll-canght salmon out of Seattle, Wash,, will also be 
made at this price. 


Primary shippers and port wholesalers will be required to sell to distributors (other 
than wholesalers) at prices from} to one cent per pound less than the normal primary 
shippers' prices. ‘he distributors' maximum price will be the ceiling price in effect 
for primary shippers, 


Fresh Fish - Inland Areas. 


y 

n Prices have been established for inland wholesalers on sales to other wholesalers and 
sales to retailers and purveyors of meals, Margins on sales to other wholesalers are 
generally unchanged, and margins on sales to retailers and purveyors of meals have been 

e increased by * to b cent per pound, 

. Mark-ups have been established for third level wholesalers who buy from inland whole- 
salers, These margins are allowed on sales to retailers and purveyors of meals, and are 
the same as those allowed to secondary wholesalers, Third level wholesalers are permitted 

a to make sales to Class I and II retail stores ani purveyors of meals, but must file a state- 
ment with OPA district offices before making such sales, These wholesalers mst apply to 
their OPA district offices for approval to sell to other classes of retailers, 

n Container provisions have been changed somewhat and made to correspond with container 

. provisions already in effect for sales of North Atlantic fish, 

d The maximum price for a pick-up sale by a western secondary wholesaler outside a port 
area to a wagon jobber is set at 4 cent per pound above the price for sales to other whole- 
salers, This price is allowed only on sales of less than box lots, A broken box of halibut 

0 consists of 160 pounds or less, and for other species consists of 80 pounds or less. 

n Wholesalers have been explicitly defined to include persons who unload and warehouse at 

ad least 80 percent of the fresh fish they handle and maintain full-time employees to handle 
and pack the fish, Inland wholesalers must also sell at least 20 percent of their fish to 
purveyors of meals or persons who sell at retail, 

D 

nm Frozen Fish, 

Some slight increases have been granted in processors’ prices for round and dressed frozen 
fish, and some decreases made in prices of steaks, The prices for processors’ sales to re- 

- tailers and purveyors of meals have in general been reduced; 

Processors will be required to sell to distributors (other than wholesalers) at prices 
from 4 to one cent per pound less than the normal processors’ prices to wholesalers, ‘The 

8 distributors’ maximum prices will be the ceiling prices in effect for processors. 

ie 

Wholesalers now have cents-per-pound margins that represent increases on sales of low- 
priced species and decreases for higher-priced species, The over-all margin is reduced-- 

; the extent depending upon types of fish the wholesaler normally handles, 

y Primary distributors east of the Pacific Coast States now have cents-per-pound margins 

t that are fairly close to margins allowed for secondary wholesalers of fresh fish on sales 
to other wholesalers, Primary distributors are also given an additional storage allowance, 

Wholesalers of frozen fish who buy from primary distributors are given the same margins 

)y as other wholesalers, This will result in a substantial reduction in prices to the con- 

= sumer, since former percentage mark-ups applied on higher costs led to higher consumer 

ig prices, 

's Properly qualified wholesalers may now sell to other wholesalers at the same prices 

Iw provided for primary distributors’ sales, 


Monthly storage allowances have been established for some seasonally-priced species of 
fish--starting in September and extending through April except for chinook salmon, for 
which the allowance extends from January through March, 


Other Changes. 

When a wholesaler custom-dresses fish sold to purveyors of meals, an allowance of three 
cents a pound may be charged for both frozen and fresh fish, Previously, this allowance 
was two cents a pound and applied only to fresh fish, 
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Delivery allowances are now the same for wholesalers of both fresh and frozen fish--14 
cents a pound plus a mileage allowance for deliveries of over 25 miles, 


Importers must now price as primary wholesalers of fresh fish, or primary processors of 
frozen fish, as the case may te, Importers stand in similar positions at the beginning 
of the distribution chain in this country, Fish shipped in bond from Canada, however, 
will be treated exactly the same as fish domestically produced, since such distribution 
is very similar to shipment from American ports, 


Changes were made in other OPA regulations that were affected by this amendment. These 
are incorporated in Amdt. 46 to MPR-418--Fresh Fish and Seafood; and Amdt. 31 to MPR-364-- 
Frozen Fish and Seafood. 


OPA REVOKES MAXIMUM PRICES ON CERTAIN ALASKA GILL NET AND SEINE SALMON 


On July 17, the Office of Price Administration issued Amdt. 4 to RMPR-288, revoking 
the provisions of that order which established maximum prices on gill net and seine salmon 
caught in the Taku and Stikine River areas in Alaska. Excerpts from Amdt. 4 to RMPR=288 
follow: 


Section 44 is hereby revoked. 


This amendment shall become effective as of June 28, 1945, 


Frozen Fish Trade 





U. S. HOLDINGS OF FISHERY PRODUCTS REMAIN BELOW NORMAL 


To reach the normal reserve of frozen fish and shellfish usually built up in the fall 
for winter use, present holdings of these products would have to be nearly doubled by the 
first of October, the Fish and Wildlife Service's Current Fishery Statistics 203 indicates. 


Quantities of fish and shellfish in freezers and cold-storage houses totaled 58,438,000 
pounds on July 1 this year, or 20 percent below the average holdings at this season, and 
34 percent less than the quantity held on July 1 last year. 


Holdings of Fishery Products in United States and Alaskan Cold-storage Plants 
July 1 compared with 




















Item July 1, June l, July 1, 5-year June l, July l, 5-year 
1945 1945 1944 _average* 1945 1944 average’ 
Frozen fish and shellfish: Pounds Percent Percent Percent Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Total holdings 55,430,000 +44 <34 -20 40,516,000 98,842,000 72,999,000 
Important I tems: 
Cocaine 221,000 - 3 -90 -89 288,000 2,127,000 2,045,000 
illets: 
Cod 2,403,900 + 33 -65 -19 1 6,871,900 2,970,000 
Haddock 1,250,000 +35 69 -72 528,000 4,001,000 4,498,000 
Pollock 24,000 +16 -53 -50 219,000 ere 21,08 
Rosefish 2,839,000 +61 +1 -5 1,763,000 2,824,000 2,976,000 
Halibut 13,634 4000 +103 +4) +24 6,706, 9,271,000 11,019,900 
Mackere 1 ieee i OH 1,477,000 8,414,000 5,523,008 
Mullet 111,000 + 25 - -6 9,000 661,000 347 ,000 
Sablefish (black cog) 923,000 +2 -27 -1 39,000 1,267,900 23h:00 
Salmon (all svecies 2,254,000 + 40 +1 -9 1,515,000 1,934,000 2,470,900 
Scup 862,000 +136 <4 -3%6 00 1,661,000 1,339,000 
Whiting 3,364,000 + 81 -27 -45 1,856,000 4,628,000 6,157,900 
Whitefish 315,000 - 4 =f -72 442,000 152584000 1,119,000 
Shrimp 2,457,000 - 13 +31 -19 2,828,000 1,878,900 2,724,000 
Cured fish: 
Herring, cured 11,918,000 - 7 37 -40 12,860,000 18,880,000 19,878,000 
Salmon, mild-cured 732,000 +61 +47 -78 456,900 499,000 3,330,000 





*Since the date for reporting holdings of fishery products was changed from the 15th to the first of the 
month beginning January 1, 1943, data included in the "5-year average" consist of a combination of 
figures for the two periods. 
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Because of the heavy demand for fish this spring, accumulated stocks had been drawn 
down by Junel to a level approximately 30 million pounds below the quantity held last spring. 
Although stocks have been built up at a fairly normal rate since the first of June, the 
deficit of 30 million pounds still remains. 


Holdings of cured fish are also low. On July 1, 14,195,000 pounds of salted fish and 
807,000 pounds of smoked fish were on hand, compared with 22,035,000 pounds of salted and 
985,000 pounds of smoked fish at the same time last year. 


Holdings of most of the staple varieties of fish are only about one-third to one-half 
as large as last year, the Fish and Wildlife Service figures show. For example, holdings 
of cod fillets have dropped from 6.8 million pounds to 2.4 million; haddock fillets from 
4,0 million to 1.2 million; mackerel from 8.4 million to 3.5 million; lake herring from 
more than two millionto 45 thousand; whitefish from nearly two million to about 300 thousand. 
In contrast tothe general trend, shrimp and most other shellfish have shown slight increases. 


U. S. AND ALASKA FREEZINGS INCREASE NEARLY 12 MILLION POUNDS IN JUNE 


More than 39 million pounds of fishery products were frozen in United States and Alaska 
during June 1945, according to the Service's Current Fishery Statistics 203. The freezings 
of all important species showed large increases over the preceding month with the exception 
of shrimp which showed a 16 percent decrease. 


Freezings of Fishery Products in the United States and Alaskan Cold-storage Plants 








June 
Item June compared with May 
1945 May 1945 
Pounds Percent Pounds 
Total fish and shellfish 39,387 ,000 +43 27, 50,000 
Important Items: 
Fillets: 
Cod 1,815,000 + 2% 1,446,000 
Flounders 512,000 + 2% 406 ,000 
Pollock 356,000 + 31 271,000 
Rosefish 5,111,000 + 42 3,601 ,000 
Herring, sea 669,000 +17 572,000 
Halibut 8,959,000 +17 7,657 ,000 
Mackerel (except fillets) 2,740,900 +162 1,045,900 
Sturgeon and spoonbill cat 19,000 +217 ,000 
Wai tefish 2,000 +425 8,000 
Squid 463,000 +24 373,000 
Scallops 232,900 +149 93 ,000 
Shrimp (including shrimo meat) 919 , 900 - 16 1,094,900 





NEW YORK COLD-STORAGE PLANTS INCREASE HOLDINGS 33 PERCENT IN JUNE 


Holdings of frozen fishery products inNew York cold-storage warehouses totaled 6,161,000 
pounds on July 1, an increase of 33 percent over the stocks of June 1, according to the 


New York Cold-storage Holdings 














a July 1, July 1, 1945 compared with June 1, July 1, 

— 1945 June 1, 1945 July 1, 1944 1945 1944 

Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 

Total fish end shellfish 6,161 ,000 + 33 - 33 4,643,000 9,168, 
Important Items: 

a io 359,000 16 7 309,000 000 
Cod . + 16 + ‘ ,000 
Haddock 212,000 +266 - 6&9 38500 oe 

Flounders, fluke, etc. 240,000 a - 249 ,000 260, 000 

Halibut 229 ,000 + 15 +163 199,000 87 ,000 

Mackerel 1,400,000 +177 41% 8'000 482,000 

Sablefish 183 ,000 - 51 - 63 370,000 501 ,000 

Salmon, ki 261 ,000 ~ 2] - 35 166,000 401,000 

Scup (porgy 281 ,000 7 -17 171,000 340 ,000 

Shad and shad roe 73,000 +132 - 6 84°00 400 , C00 

Smelt 212,000 - 13 s°92 ,000 310,000 

Whitefish 157 ,000 aes | - 42 158,090 271,000 

Shrimp Foie) 249,000 - 36 + 68 390,000 148,000 
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Service's Market News office in that city. The total was 55 percent under that for July 1, 
1944, however. 


Mackerel, with approximately 1,400,000 pounds in storage, ledall species in importance, 
These holdings constituted an increase of 127 percent over June 1 and 190 percent over July 
1, 1944. Continued large catches of mackerel, with receipts at New York amounting to 3,515,000 
pounds in June, as compared with 35,139,000 pounds for May and 1,658,000 in June 1944, neces- 
sitated the freezing of a large portion of the receipts. The five leading species received 
in New York during June, namely, mackerel, haddock, cod, whiting, and scup (porgy), all 
showed large gains. Fillets of cod, flounder, and haddock also increased. 


Approximately 22,184,000 pounds of fish were received at Fulton Market in June, and 
continued heavy receipts have begun to result in increased holdings of frozen fish. 


CHICAGO COLD-STORAGE HOLDINGS SHOW INCREASE DURING JUNE 


On June 28, public cold-storage holdings of fish and shellfish in Chicago amounted to 
2,664,000 pounds, according to the Service's Chicago Market News office. Although this 
total was an increase of 31 percent over May 31, the holdings were still 65 percent below 
those of a year previous--June 29, 1944. 


As in the month of May, most fresh-water species showed a decline in. holdings during 
June, excepting lake herring, pickerel (jacks), and whitefish. Also, as in May, the decrease 
was offset by an increase in holdings of several salt-water species, particularly haddock 
and rosefish fillets, halibut, mackerel, whiting, and shrimp. 


Compared with 1944, holdings of all fresh-water species continued to show a progressive 
decrease. In July and August, during which production usually drops, holdings of fresh-water 
species are not expected to increase. 


Chicago Coldestorage Holdings 
June 25, June 26, 1945 compared with May 31, June 8, 




















Iten 1945 May 31, 1945 June 2, 1944 1945 1944 
Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
Total fish and shellfish 2, 664 , 000 + 31 - & 2,033,000 7,614,000 
Important Items; - 
Blue pike and sauger* 60,000 - 8 - 95 80,000 1,187,000 
Chubs 15,000 - 62 - a 40,000 117,000 
Lake herring 66,000 + & we 35,000 47 ,000 
Lake trout 33,000 - 6 - 95 98, 000 12,000 
Pickerel 36,000 + 8 - § 20,000 ~—Ss:18)1, 000 
Whitefish $ - - % 2,000 1,364,000 
Yellow perch* 1,000 - 9 - 99 22,000 104 ,000 
Yellow pike* 2,000 - 67 - 99 6,000 304 ,000 
Fillets: 
Cod 218,000 ~ 4 oe 226 ,000 862,000 
Haddock 144,000 + 3 + 26 106,000 114,000 
Rosefish 211,000 +137 + 1 89,000 209,000 
Halibut 8 ,000 +321 +328 66,000 65,000 
Mackerel 1,000 +1% - 50 27 ,000 12 
Sablefish ,000 > a + 13 31,000 ,000 
Salmon 56,000 - B +12 76,000 50,000 
Whiting 126,000 +133 + 4 54,000 121 ,000 
Scallops 13 ,000 - 35 = §9 20,000 27 ,000 
Shrimp 540,000 + 24 +125 435,000 240,000 
Spiny lobster tails 21,000 aa - 55 000 47 ,000 
Squid 51,000 s e + @ 82° O00 28. 000 





*Includes fillets of this species, 


BOSTON COLD-STORAGE HOLDINGS RALLY IN JUNE 


The holdings of frozen fishin Boston cold-storage plants on June 27 showed a substantial 
gain over those of May 30, according to the Service's Market News office at Boston. They 
were still: far under the holdings of June 28, 1944, however. Heavy demand for fresh fish 
during the past few months has prevented the accumulation of cold-storage stocks. This was 
in contrast with 1944 when stocks filled all storage plants to capacity. 
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All fillet stocks showed gains compared with May 30, these increases ranging from 17 
percent for haddock to 3505 percent for mackerel. Round mackerel led all other species with 
an increase of 580 percent. 


Compared with June 28, 1944, all major items except shrimp declined considerably. 
Whiting holdings on June 30 in 12 plants in New England increased 659 percent over 


May 26 and 81 percent over June 24, 1944. On June 30, holdings of whiting (round, dressed, 
H&G fillets, and skuljoes) totaled 2,725,000 pounds. 


Boston Cold-storage Holdings 

















I June 27, June 27 compared with May 30, June 26, 
ae 1945 ___ Way 30, 1945 June 28, TOR 1945 1944 
Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
Total fish and shellfish 6,600, 000 +12] - 52 2,902,000 13,663,000 
Important Items: 
Fillets: 
Cod 723,00 +116 - 69 337,000 mgt, cop 
Flounder 58,000 +190 - 3 20, 14,000 
Haddock 319,000 +17 - 80 272,000 1,635,000 
Mackerel 162,000 +305 - 90 40,000 1,700,000 
Pollock . + B - 49 8,000 160,000 
Rosefish 113,000 + 88 - 73 ,000 ayes 
Mackerel 1,455,000 + - 4 214,000 1,916,000 
Smelt 211,000 - 22 - 6 272,000 6,000 
Scallops 100,000 = - 40 127,000 167,000 
Shrimp 85 ,000 + 52 + 67 56,000 51 ,000 





CANADIAN COLD-STORAGE HOLDINGS INCREASE 21 PERCENT IN JUNE 
A2l percent increase during June in holdings of Canadian cold-storage warehouses brought 
the total on July 1 to 21,198,000 pounds; however, holdings remained 20 percent below those 
of July 1, 1944, according to information furnished by the Canadian Bureau of Statistics. 


Canadian Coli-storage Holdings 
































- July 1, July 1 compared with June l, July 1, 
Fes f 1945 June 1, 1945 July 1, 1044 1945 1944 
Frozen fresh fish; Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
Total holdings 21,198,000 +21 -20 17,457,000 26,350,000 

Important Items: 

Oa; 

Whole 843 ,000 +48 -55 1,900 1,889 ,000 

Fillets 3,736,900 +30 -41 2,882,000 6,384,900 
Haddock: 

Thole 121,900 - 6 -54 129,000 265,000 

Fillets 332,000 +23 -20 270,000 413,000 
Halibut 7,127,000 +61 +82 4,430,000 3,906,900 
Mackerel 817 ,000 +156 -34 319,000 1,242,900 
Sal non 911 ,900 +40 -31 649,000 1,324,900 
Sea herring 44473 »000 “44 + 6,100,000 31748900 
Pickerel 2,000 - -9 21,000 , 000 
Tallibee 176,000 + -77 105,000 766 ,000 
Whitefish 700,900 +183 -51 247,000 1,441,900 

Frozen smoked fish: 
Total holdings 1,319,000 +11 -37 1,180,900 2,095,000 

Important I tems: 

Finnan haddie (haddock) 62,000 - 3 -67 64,900 190,000 
Fillets of cod, haddock, etc. 939 ,000 +11 -34 892,000 1,502,000 
sea herring (kippers)} 100,000 +42 -45 127 ,900 25,000 





PRELIMINARY REPORT SHOWS 37 PERCENT DECREASE IN JUNE IN CANADIAN FREEZINGS 


The Canadian Bureau of Statistics reports a marked decrease in the freezings of cod, 
haddock, and halibut during June. The freezings were 37 percent less than those of May and 


52 percent less than June 1944. Mackerel and salmon freezings showed large increases over 
May. 
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Freezings of Fishery Products in Canadian Cold-storage Plants 
June June compared with May June 




















shew 1945, Wey 1945 June 1044-1945 1944 R 
Frozen fresh fish: Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds ¥ 
Total freezings 7,222,000 -37 -52 11,539,000 14,931,000 
Important Items: 
Cod: : 
Whol 377,000 - i -3 422,000 76 ,000 
Fillets 2,041,000 - 37 -Al 3,249,000 3,84 900 7 
Haddock: 
Whole 15,000 “" 7 -§3 35,000 41,000 ‘ 
Fillets 92,000 - 31 -63 133,000 232,000 
Halibut 1,702,000 sf 51 -69 3,4 »200 5, 5 ,000 
Salmon 409,000 +159 -49 155,000 ,000 
Mackerel 997 ,000 +341 -2 22%,000 1,256,900 
Pickerel 49,000 - 49 ~46 97 ,000 90, 
Frozen smoked fish; 
Total freezings 865,000 - 4 -30 1,145,000 1,228,000 
Important Items: 
Fillets of cod, haddock, etc. 766 , 000 - B -24 990,000 1,010,900 
Sea herring: (kippers) 58,900 - 40 -39 96 ,000 95 000 





AMDT. 31 TO MPR-364 EFFECTIVE AUGUST 7 


Amdt. 31 to MPR-364 revokes certain schedules in the table of base prices in section 13 
of the regulation, the OPA announced on July 28. The species listed in the revoked schedules 
are frozen fish of species which are for the most part landed fresh in West Coast ports. 
Processors and wholesalers whose sales of these species were formerly covered by MPR-364 
will in the future price such sales under MPR-579, which will govern sales of West Coast 
species of frozen fish. Obsolete provisions of MPR-364 are revoked and other non-substantive 
changes made. 


OPA'S REGION VIII ISSUES FROZEN FISH AMENDMENT 


On June 26, Region VIII Order G-l under Revised General Order 32 was issued by OPA's 
San Francisco regional office. This order was effective June 30. Excerpts follow: 


(a) The maximum price in Region VIII of frozen fish and seafood of a kind for which, 
when not frozen, a maximum price is provided by Revised Order No, G-6 under MPR 
No, 418, shall be the price which would apply under that order were such fish or 
seafood not frozen, plus 1 cent per pound, ‘This order, however, shall not apply 
to any sales for which maximum prices are provided by MPRs 364, 421, 422, or 423, 
or by RVPR No. 507. 


(b) "Region VIII" means the States of California, Arizona, (except those portions of 
Coconino and Mohave Counties lying north of the Colorado River), Nevada, Oregon 
(except Malheur County), Washington, and the Counties of Benewah, Bonner, Boundary, 
Clearwater, Idaho, Kootenai, Latah, Lewis, Nez Perce, and Shoshone in the State of 
Idaho, 


(c) This order may be amended or revoked at any time, 


Canned and Cured Fish Trade 





EARLY 1945 ALASKA SALMON PACK TRAILS 1944 BY 15 PERCENT 


The third weekly report on the 1945 pack of salmon in Alaska, released on July 20 by 
the Service's Market News office in Seattle, indicated a pack of 1,187,605 cases by July 14, 
or 15 percent below the average production of the past five years. The pack to the middle 
of July, which represented only the scattered salmon fishing activity in some areas, com- 
prised 594,642 cases packed in Central Alaska, 533,578 cases in Western Alaska, and 59,385 
cases in Southeastern Alaska. 
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Last year on approximately the same date, 1,438,638 cases had been packed. 
™ Earlier this year Dr. Ira N. Gabrielson, Deputy Coordinator of Fisheries, predicted 
pas that the total salmon pack in Alaska this year would be about five million cases, or some- 
00 what larger than the 1944 pack, although below normal production. 
Alaska Salmon Pack to and including July 14, 1945 

o District Red Pink Chum Coho King Total 

Western 489,437 ~ 40,190 165] 3,78 533,578 
00 Central 286,344 | 193,661 | 82,609) 6,570| 25,458] 594,642 
od Southeastern 31,539 8,492 | 17,480] 1,081] 793] 59,385 
0 Total 1945, July 4 807,320} 202,153 | 140,279] 7,816] 30,037 | 1,187,605 
0 All districts-- 
0 1944, July 15 1,101,521 | 107,631 | 191,029] 10,346 | 28,111 | 1,438,638 

1943, July 17 1,422,914 | 247,359 | 258,948] 11,162) 40,803 | 1,981,186 

0 Seyear average, July 15 918,480 | 193,715 | 229,073] 23,310 | 31,906 | 1,396,504 

Total pack, 1944 1,567,555 | 2,079,805 | 987,110 |186,080 | 33,741 | 4,854,291 
~ Rn? a 1,985,525 | 2,307,386 | 912,546 |168, 103 | 54,709 | 5,428, 269 
n Spyear average 1,319, 805 | 2,955,992 | 885,162|270,662 | 40,341 | 5,471,962 

1944 SALMON PACK TOTALS 5,138,649 CASES 

7] a PACK OF GANNED SALMON 1930-1944 
; The 1944 pack of canned salmon inthe United States =e 


and Alaska totaled 5,138,649 cases, according to the 
Fish and Wildlife Service's Current Fishery Statistics 


; 184, This was 565,558 cases ‘tess than the pack during 
the previous year and the smallest pack recorded since 
1927. 
The pack consisted of 204,097 cases of king, or Pal Phin “— 
chinook, salmon; 1,619,477 cases of blueback, or red; Sf Pg 
205,490 cases of silver; 2,092,940 cases of pink; 996,156 a \ 6 
cases of chum; and 20,489 cases of steelhead. oR Wid ss 
Lists of firms canning salmon may be secured from hoo. ae ~i 
the Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington 25, D. C. eee es 

















1930 


formation furnished by the California Division of Fish and Game. 


ness 


SIX-MONTH TUNA PACK SHOWS GAIN OVER 1944 WHILE MACKEREL PACK DECREASES 


The pack of tuna by California canners during June was 87 percent greater than that of 
June 1944, totaling 509,825 standard cases compared with 272,985 cases, according to in- 


The main items canned 


California Pack of Tuna and Mackerel--Standard Cases* 




















- June May June Six mos, ending with June-- 
sine 1945 1945 1944 1945 1744” 
Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 
Tuna; 
Albacore - - 1,448 V1 
Boni to 00 1 ‘at 921 967 
Bluefin 70, 893 30, a 12,1 2,096 239,593 
Striped 18,432 15,300 "2 1253 135, 002 
fellowfin 294 206 177 04 56,638 748, es 442,653 
Yellowtail 2 6 1496 }: 1 
Flakes 125, 262 143 706 72,061 398, 0.23 316,611 
Tonno style 388 4630 _ 2,156 6 355 
Total 509 , 525 YER 176 272,995 1 7 ,066 1,149,370 
Mackerel “25 534. 440 1,050 84,995 





48 l-pound cans, 








“Standard cases of tuna represent cases of 48 J-ounce cans, while those of mackerel represent cases of 
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during the month were yellowfin tuna and tuna flakes. For the first six months of 1945, 
the total pack amounted to 1,367,066 cases, exceeding that of the corresponding period in 
1944 by 19 percent. 


The June pack of mackerel was small, only 26 cases. In May, 534 cases were canned and 
in June 1944, 440 cases. The 1945 6-month pack amounted to 61,050 standard cases, 28 per- 
cent less than the number canned during January through June in 1944. 


SHRIMP CANNING SEASON ENDS WITH 410,084 CASES PACKED 


The 1944-45 shrimp packing season ended June 30 with the pack totaling 410,084 standard 
cases, 6 percent more than the pack of the previous season and 38 percent less than the 
average of the five seasons 1939-40 to 1943-44 inclusive. From May 27 to June 30, only 8 
cases were packed by the South Atlantic and Gulf canneries which operate under the Seafood 
Inspection Service of the U. S. Food and Drug Administration. This small pack compared 
with 2,245 cases packed in June 1944 and a five-year average of 2,795 for the month, 


Wet and Dry Pack Shrimp in all Sizes in Tin and Glass--Standard Cases* 
MONTH SEASON 

1945 1945 1944 1944-45 1945-44 o-yr.-average 
May 27-June 30 /Apr.29-May 26 | May 28-June 30/July 1-June 30|July 1-June 30 | July1-June 30 











a 457 2,245 410,084 386,149 659,970 




















* all figures on basis of new standard case--48 No. 1 cans with 7 oz, per can in the wet pack and & oz. 
per can in the dry pack, 


1944 OYSTER PACK TOTALS 170,000 CASES 


— CANNED OYSTER PACK, 1930-1944 The 1944 pack of canned oysters was the smallest 
too ff ’ A Sy since 1921 when statistics on canned oyster production 






\ 7 were first collected, according to Fish and Wildlife 
1 Service's Current Fishery Statistics 196. Only 170,646 
standard cases were packed. 


Gal TOTAL: PACK 
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oil 





North and South Carolina packed 28,292 cases, valued 
at $367,800; Georgia and Alabama packed 14,356 cases, 
valued at $190,400; Mississippi packed 53,677 cases, 


¥ 


EASTERN OYSTERS 





— ; wees valued at $726,300; and Louisiana accounted for 74,321 
I caer ase oe . | cases valued at $998,900. The entire pack in southern 
eet er eae states, where the industry is centered, was valued at 
1930'S "Se 33 34 35 36 37 Se 39 40 4) 4a ss 10a $2 ,283, 400. 


The pack fell off, the Service reported, because high prices for fresh oysters diverted 
most of the bivalves from the canning plants. 


On the Pacific coast, where an oyster packing industry had thrived since 1931, none 
were packed. In 1941, a record 118,844 cases had been packed in the Pacific Northwest. 


USE OF QUOTA-FREE VEGETABLE OILS LIMITED TO TUNA CANNING 


The U. S. Department of Agriculture, on July 10, limited the use of quota-free vegetable 
oils by fish canners to the production of canned tuna, bonito, yellowtail, and sardines. 
The action was taken under Amdt. 17 to WFO-42, effective July 12, 1945. A previcus amend- 
ment to WFO-42 provided for the use of quota-exempt vegetable oil in canning fish as 4 means 
of encouraging production of certain types of canned fish. The present amendment clarifies 
the order by listing the fish that may be canned with quota-free oils. 


HAKE, POLLOCK, AND CUSK REMOVED FROM SET-ASIDE 


Removal of the 100 percent set-aside restrictions on canned fish flakes produced from 
hake, pollock, and cusk was announced by the U. S. Department of Agriculture on July 26. 
Action was taken in Amdt. 11 to War Food Order 44, effective July 27, 1945. 
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USDA officials indicate this action will mean only a slight increase in canned flaked 
fish available to civilians. 


A previous amendment to the set-aside order, effective May 20, placed fish flakes pro- 
duced from cod, haddock, hake, pollock, and cusk under 100 percent set-aside. Since that 
time, requirements for the three latter species have been filled. Cod and haddock, however, 
remain under restrictions of the order. 





Byproducts Irade 


VITAMIN A STOCKS ON MAY 31 AT SAME LEVEL AS THOSE OF YEAR PREVIOUS 


The Nation is producing only a little more than half as much vitamin A as it did two 
years ago, the output of U. S. producers and pharmaceutical houses having fallen from 39.3 
trillion units during the first five months of 1943 to only 21.6 trillion units for the 
comparable period of 1945,,the Fish and Wildlife Service's Current Fishery Statistics 200 
indicates. 


The only commercial source of vitamin A is the livers and other viscera of fish, with 
various species of sharks furnishing atout 75 percent of the total output. Early in 1944, 
a decline in the production of the valuable soupfin shark began to be apparent, and so far 
this year, the yield of vitamin A from this source has been only 7.7 trillion units, com- 
pared with 15.9 trillion units during the first five months of 1943. 


The soupfin is a smali shark seldom exceeding six wstion svt da ebb ena 
feet in length, found onthe Pacific coast from northern soll a oo ] 
Mexico to Alaska. Its liver is large in proportion to r\ 
the total size of the sharkand the liver oil is of ex- STOCKS, AT END. OF MONTH 
ceptionally high potency. 604, 4 - 


The decline inthe catch of suupfin sharks has been 
partially offset by a gz>eat increase inthe fishery for 
dogfish, another small shark of wide distribution on 
both coasts, although only the Pacific fisheries have 
been developed on a large scale. The dogfish supplied 
2.2 trillion units of vitamin A inthe first five months 
of 1943, 6.2 trillion units in the similar period of ea ae at wh Ae PO 
1944, and 5.7 trillion units in 1945. 7, = oe 





Dogfish liver oil is of much lower potency than that obtained from the soupfin shark, 
however--averaging 13,000 U.S.P. units per gram compared with an average of 110,000 units 
from soupfin--so that a much larger catch is required to provide an equivalent amount of 
Vitamin A. 


Halibut, lingcod, sablefish, tuna, and cod together contribute about a tenth of the 
total production of vitamin A, remaining sources about 15 percent. Halibut is a fairly 
steady producer because this fishery, which is carried on by both United States and Canadian 
fishermen, is controlled by the International Fisheries Commission and the poundage of halibut 
that may be caught in any year is determined by regulation. 


Sod, once the mainstay of the vitamin industry, now contributes only about one percent 
of the output of vitamin A by U. S. manufacturers. The decline of cod as a source of vitamin 
A oils and the elevation of the shark to first place in this field was in part the result 
of the interruption of imports from Europe~-chiefly Norway--by war conditions, but was also 
due to the discovery that oils produced from sharks and several other species have a mich 


higher vitamin A potency. 


Domestic production of vitamin A is being supplemented to some extent by imports of 
oil from the Argentine and Mexico, so that available supplies have not declined in proportion 
to the dwindling output of the U. S. industry. 
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Because of the developing shortage of domestically-produced vitamin A, the U. S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service has recommended studies to be made at sea to learn whether the decline 
of the important soupfin shark fishery is due to overfishingwhich has depleted the resource, 
or whether migrations or some other cause may be responsible. Studies are also needed to 
determine more precisely how the vitamin A content, known to be subject to wide variations, 
is affected by the sex and size of the sharks and by seasonal changes. At present, the Fish 
and Wildlife Service has no research vessel from which to conduct such studies. 


Exploratory fishing by a research vessel might result in the discovery of new resources 
of sharks in waters at present unexploited, especially in Bristol Bay, in waters off northern 
California, southern Oregon, along the South Atlantic coast, and in the Gulf of Mexico. The : 
fisheries for sharks and other species that might yield vitamin oils are as yet little de- 
veloped on the Atlantic coast. 


Foreicn Fishery Trade 





GROUNDFISH IMPORTS EXCEED YEAR'S QUOTA IN SIX MONTHS 


The reduced-tariff quota for 1945 for imports of fresh and frozen fillets, steaks, etc., 
of cod, haddock, hake, pollock, cusk, and rosefish was exceeded in June, according to the 
Bureau of Customs of the Treasury Department. Through June 30, 19,615,133 pounds were inm- 
ported. The quota entitled to a 1-7/8 cents tariff was 17,668,311 pounds, and all excess 
over this figure is subject to full tariff rates of 23 cents per pound. 








Fish, fresh or frozen 


Commodi ty | June 3-30, 1945] Apr. 29-June 2, 1945 | June 1944 | Jan,-June 1945] Jan,-June 1944 
T 
fillets, steaks, etc., 














of cod, haddock, hake, 3,176,093 4,437,164 1,609,324} 19,615,133 13,940,371 
cusk, pollock, and 
rosefish 





USDA AMENDS WFO-63, FOOD IMPORT ORDER 


The U. S. Department of Agriculture, on July 17, made a number of changes in food inm- 
port regulations under War Food Order 63 to bring them in line with developments in the 
world food supply situation resulting from the termination of the war in Europe. To aid 
in channeling foods directly to consuming countries, thus relieving the drain on this country's 
supplies, the USDA has continued previous controls on food imports, and has extended con- 
trols to a few additional food items. 


The list of foods under import control has been revised to include: 


Tana fish in oil or in oil and other substances; 

Fish paste and fish sauce; 

Crabmeat, including crab sauce and crab paste, canned; 

Oysters, canned; 

Razor clams, canned; 

Clams (except razor clams) ‘and clams in combination with other substances (except clam 
chowder) canned; 

Lobsters (including spiny lobsters and crawfish), canned; 

Lobster paste and sauce; 


To assure delivery of controlled foods to the countries to which allocation has been 
recommended, the USDA has amended the import order to provide control over the importation 
of restricted foods which are purchased prior to the granting of an import authorization. 


IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OF FISHERY PRODUCTS, 1942 


Imports of edible fishery products (fresh, frozen, cured, and canned) totaled 279 , 010,000 
pounds during 1942 while exports amounted to 167,080,000 pounds, according to Current Fishery 
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Mittion DOMESTIC IMPORTS & EXPORTS OF CERTAIN FISHERY PRODUCTS 


400 i932 TO 1942 
Statistics 189, published by the Fish and Wildlife Serv- l 


ice. Exports of edible fishery: products increased from A 
an average of about 120,000,000 pounds during the years me e gsesy oe ; 
1934 to 1939 to over 200,000,000 pounds in 1941. fF 














Only 
45,107,000 pounds of fishoils were imported in 1942, less sod Dn 4 
than half the amount received in 1937 when large ship- ee eee --™ 
ments of cod and cod-liver and whale oil were received eae Se a, 
from Norway. During 1942, imports of both edible and “= Be 
non-edible fishery products were valued at $38,348,000, Bite oa, 
while-exports were valued at $31,989,000. ees = =+ 


2 «61955 934 955 1936 1957 1938 939 461940 6194) rez 


MEXICAN SEVERANCE TAX ON ALGAES INCREASED 


A Mexican Presidential Decree, dated July 11, groups all algae together for tax pur- 
poses and fixes the exploitation or severance tax on algaes at $0.15 Mexican Currency per 
net kilogram (about 1.3 cents per pound U. S. currency), according to the Diario Oficial 
of July 10, 1945. The Fishery Tariff of January 30, 1933, had taxed Gelidium algae to be 
used for gelatin, etc., at $0.03 Mexican Currency per net kilogram and Sargassum and algae 
not specified at $0.001 per net kilogram. 





USDA SETS NEW SALTED FISH IMPORT QUOTAS 


Quotas for the 1945 pack of salted fish from Newfoundland and Canada were announced 
on July 10 by the U. S. Department of Agriculture in an amendment to WFO-72. Effective 
July 10, each qualified importer may import his 1945 quota--from Canada, 60 percent of the 
quantity he imported from that country in 1942; from Newfoundland, 65 percent of the com- 
bined quantity he imported in 1942 from Newfoundland and Iveland. Importers who in 1942 
imported salted fish only from Iceland may fill their quotas with imports from Newfoundland. 
Purpose of the action is to assure equitable distribution among importers of the total supply 
of salted fish allocated to the U. S. by the Combined Food Board. 


Persons who wish to qualify for the quotas mst file claim with the Director of Marketing 
Services, USDA, and submit information regarding importations of salted fish during the 
calendar years 1942, 1943, 1344, and the months in 1945 prior to the effective date of the 
amendment. 


CUSTOMS COURT RULES BONITO CLASSED SEPARATE FROM TUNA 


Ruling that bonito is not classifiable, for tariff purposes, under the provision for 
tuna fish in paragraph 1756 of the Tariff Act of 1950, a United States Customs Court on 
June 13, 1945, overruled a protest against a decision of the collector of customs at the 
port of New York. 


The ruling placed bonito as properly dutiable at 1 cent per pound under paragraph 717 (a), 


Tariff Act of 1930, for frozen fish, not specially provided for. The decision was based on 
the fact that bonito is accepted in commerce as a definite and distinct commodity. 


SIALISTICAL SUMMAKI ES 





JUNE 
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URCHASES BY WFA TOTAL $3,099,000 


Large purchases of dry-salted fish, canned salmon and tuna, and vitamin A oil composed 
most of the War Food Administration's purchases of fishery products in June, according to 
WFA reports. With $3,098,737 spent in June, the year's total for six months reached $14,171,841. 


Purchases of all commodities in June totaled $99,876,547, and the six-month total was 
$718 965,947. 
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Purcnases of Fishery Products by WA 





























June 1 January-June 1945 
Commodi ty Unit Quantity | F.0.B, Cost Quantity] F.0.8. Cost 
FISH AND SHELLFISH Dollars Dollars 
Herring, canned Cases 11,761 55,420 1233 195,601 
Mackerel , " " 6, 867 53,563 107 297 571,976 
Pilchards, " ° - - 548,631 2,118,667 
Salmon, . ¥: 46,872 537.539 447 ,636 4,638,637 
Sardines, ° . 13,215 33+} 200,16 139) 
Tuna, " " 50, 281 531, 61 O22 651, 16 
Clams, “ * - - 7 5,622 
Squid ’ x ~ = 307 ’ 500 1 491 * 
Fish, flaked, " " 14,264 17,799 194 122 202, 850 
" | ground, " . 4000 203 , 700 ,000 203,700 
Total eeee e ef 225, 760 1,456,527 19593974 10,800,335 
Fish, brine-cured Pounds - - 40,000 8,000 
"| dry-salted " 5 ,000 ,000 892,500 5,109,570 912,033 
n* smoked " 1; 100°000 119°163 1'531,600 162°133 
BOND: uwarice d6dc dcdcdc iciccodecebe’ " ~ 6,100,000 1,011,663 6,601,170 1,082,156 
BYPRODUCTS 
Fish meal " 2,640,000 105 ,600 2,700,000 107,94 
Feeding oil . 41 ,000 15,990 1,000 9 
Oyster shell ne - - 160,000 
Oyster shell flour " 160,000 560 320,000 1,12 
Oyster shell grits e 440,000 1,604 440 ,000 1, 
SOU cbdcbhcs cevtcsecds cugeaecets " 3, 201 ,000 13,754 3,661 ,000 127,279 
VITAMINS 
Vitamin A fish-liver oil M Units 1,823,711 504 493 7,962,546 2,082,071 
8 ie a ei ete - 3,098,737. - 14,171,041 

















WHOLESALE AND RETAIL PRICES 


Although wholesale and retail prices rose somewhat from mid-May to mid-June, there was 
a drop in retail prices for fresh, frozen, and canned fishery products, according to reports 
of the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the Department of Labor. Retail prices for these fish- 
ery products remained about ten percent above a year previous, however. 


Wholesale and Retail Prices 























Item Unit Percentage change from-- 
Wholesale: (1926 = 100) June 16, 1945 May 13, 1945 Jume 17, 1944 
All commodities Index No, 106.0 +0,3 +2,2 
Foods do 107.7 +1,0 +2,7 
Fish: June 1 May 1945 June 1 
Canned salmon, Seattle: 

Pink, No. 1, Tall $ per dozen cans 1.970 is) 0 

Red, No. 1, Tall do 3.694 0 0 
Cod, cured, large shore, 

Gloucester, Mass. $ per 100 pounds 13.50 0 +3,8 
Herring, pickled, N. Y, ¢ per pound 12,0 0 0 
Salmon, Alaska, smoked, N, Y, do 35.0 ) 0 

Retail: (1935-39 = 100) June 12, 1945 May 15, 1945 June 13, 1944 

All foods Index No, 141.1 +1,7 +4,0 
Fish: 
Fresh and canned do 215.6 = 9 
Fresh and frozer ¢ per pound 34.1 “it +11,1 
Canned salmon: 
Pink ¢ per pound can B.6 +0,4 -0.4 
Red do i? 0,2 . 
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FISHERY TRADE INDICATORS 


(Expressed in Thousands of Pounds) 





Same month 
Item Month Latest month . year ago Previous month 
FRESH FISH LANDINGS 
Boston, Mass. ccccccccccccs May 16 ,837 17,133 16,537 
GlGUCOSCEr, MASS. ccccccccccccccesece do 27,249 24,218 15,054 
Portland, Maine .cccccccccccecsevccces do 1,570 2,081 731 
Boston, Gloucester, and Portland: 
COd cecccces ceeccceee 12,507 10,713 9,109 
Had@o0ck ecciccesccovesssocce 7,618 9,642 15,452 
Pollock .... ° coccccee 2,495 2,109 1,991 
Rosefish ,. etee aoe 14,509 11,356 3,978 





FISH RECEIPTS, cutcacol/ 


Salt-water fish .. ‘ ee 3,709 1,760 2,721 
Fresh-water fish ee 4,031 3,262 3,676 
Shellfish, etc. 370 596 497 
By truck ... eede bee 960 1,353 953 
By OXPT@SS ..ersees hte WAOee CBne es 4,997 3,172 4,585 
By freight .... cee 2,155 1,093 1,356 


COLD-STORAGE HOLDINGs2/ 


New York, N. Y.: 
Salt-water fish ...... 4,546 7,342 
Fresh-water fish ...... 362 803 
Shellfish, etc. 6 eves 629 443 
Boston, Mass.: 
Salt-water fish cocces 5,692 
Fresh-water fish .... as COvGes eC 1 15 
Shellfish, etc. .. 907 898 
Chicago, Ill.: 
Salt-water fish one 1,337 2,275 
Freshewater fish . 678 4,984 
Shellfish, etc. 649 354 
United States: 
Cod fillets ° 2,403 6,871 
° 1,250 4,001 
° 13,634 9,271 
Mackerel (except Spanish) ....... 3,496 8,414 
Croakers .. 221 2,127 
2,839 2,824 
2,254 1,934 
3,364 4,628 
ee CSeseceosdoce 2,457 1,878 
New England, all species ... 13,673 24,674 
Middle Atlantic, all species ..... 10,085 20,702 
South Atlantic, all species ...... 1,268 4,361 
North Central East, all species ... 4,898 14,510 
North Central West, all species ... 1,585 3,506 
South Central, all species 1,898 3,680 2,054 
Pacific, all species ..cccccccccoce 25,031 18,554 17,379 
/ Includes all arrivals as reported by express and rail terminals, and truck receipts as 
reported by wholesale dealers including smokers. 
2/ Data for individual cities are as of the last Thursday of the month, except those for 
Boston which are for the last Wednesday of the month. Data on United States holdings 
by various species and by geographical areas are as of the first of the month. 





Note:--Data for the latest month are subject to revision. 








